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LAKEWOOD – The teen victims from a Lakewood
yeshiva who were killed Sunday, Oct. 19, in a wrong-
way crash on the New Jersey Turnpike were heading
to Tennessee for a short holiday before returning to
school this week, according to offi�cials.
Among the victims was an 18-year-old student

who also served as a camp counselor and was de-
scribed as “upbeat” and “always giving.”
“He aff�ected so many people around him, never

complaining,” Rabbi Avraham Borg, director of The
Zone, a New York-based Jewish camp, said about
Aharon “Lebo” Lebovits of Lakewood, who volun-
teered there. “Lebo was a volunteer and somebody

who was so upbeat when the news got out so many
kids were heartbroken from this, his whole life was
about giving.”
Lebovits and fellow victims Yaakov Kilberg, 19,

and Shlomo Cohen, 18, also of Lakewood, were stu-
dents at the Kerem Shlomo Yeshiva in Lakewood.
Also killed in the crash and a fellow student was
ChaimGrossman, 18, of Fallsburg, NewYork, accord-
ing to reports.
“They had family in Lakewood, all good people, all

fi�ne people,” said Moshe Raitzik, a Lakewood school
boardmemberwho knows one of the victims’ family.
“They were just traveling and someone came and hit
them, they were literally staying in their lane. They

Lakewood mourns 4 yeshiva students
killed in wrong-way Turnpike crash
Joe Strupp
Asbury Park Press | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See MOURNING, Page 6A
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P
OINT PLEASANT BEACH – At a few minutes past

noon on Sunday, Oct. 19, United States Coast Guard

Auxiliarists Pete Ferro and Jim Bemiss climbed up

the rocky base of the Fishermen’s Memorial at

Loughran’s Point Park and replaced the missing lantern in the

hand of the bronze statue of themariner. h Just when and how
the lantern went missing is still a bit of a mystery. It vanished

sometime in the last six years, judging by newspaper archival

evidence. In a 2019 Asbury Park Press story, for example, the

statue had its lantern, however, in a 2024 photo taken by the

Press, it is missing. TOP: The Fishermen's Memorial
seen in October 2024, when the
lantern was missing. THOMAS P.

COSTELLO/ASBURY PARK PRESS

Lost lantern restored
to Manasquan statue

Coast Guard auxiliary installs
replica piece during ceremony
Dan Radel Asbury Park Press | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

ABOVE: U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliarists Pete Ferro, left, and
Jim Bemiss attach a new lantern
to the Fishermen's Memorial on
Oct. 19. DAN RADEL/ASBURY PARK

PRESS

See LANTERN, Page 7A

During the 2025 Border Security Expo in Phoenix –
an annual trade show for government offi�cials, tech-
nology manufacturers and policy advocates – acting
Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment Todd Lyons expressed a desire for migrant ar-
rests to be carried out by a fi�nely tuned fl�eet similar to
Amazon’s delivery service.
As for how a handful of immigration enforcement

agencies could coordinate the transportation and
housing of every suspect swept up in the White
House’s strategy, border czar Tom Homan’s explana-
tion was simple.
“Let the badge and guns do the badge and gun stuff�,

everything else, let’s contract out,” he said, according
to a prior report from the Arizona Mirror.
Among “everything else”was the dilemma ofwhere

to house the daily infl�ux of suspected criminal mi-
grants apprehended under President Donald Trump’s
quota of deporting 1 million undocumented residents

ICE leaning on
private prisons
amid scrutiny
Lawmakers cite secrecy, poor
conditions and limited oversight

Nicholas Katzban
NorthJersey.com | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See ICE DETENTION, Page 10A

New Jersey is warning some 800,000 residents
who receive food assistance that their benefi�ts could
expire beginning in November as the federal govern-
ment shutdown drags on, and the state is bracing for
cuts to the program in the months and years ahead.
In the short term, the potential lapse in benefi�ts is

prompting Monmouth and Ocean counties’main food
bank to urge the state’s congressional
delegation to resolve the stalemate.
“What we anticipate is that our net-

work, which is already stretched to ca-
pacity, will need to prepare for the po-
tential of a lotmorepeople needing food
and seeking assistance,” said Triada
Stampas, president and chief executive
offi�cer of Fulfi�ll, a Neptune-based food

bank. “Those are resources that families absolutely
depend on to put food on their tables.”
The Murphy administration says Congress hasn’t

appropriated money for the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, the food stamp program known
as SNAP, beyond Oct. 31. It could interrupt full and on-
time benefi�t payments for November.
The potential disruption comes as New Jersey an-

ticipates more SNAP benefi�t cuts through the federal
budget bill, called the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, en-
acted by Congress last summer. The bill’s supporters
say itwill eliminatewaste, fraud and abuse. But its op-
ponents say it will cause food insecurity to intensify.

Shutdown
risks SNAP
aid to NJ
State says 800,000 residents may
soon lose monthly food benefi�ts

See SNAP BENEFITS, Page 7A

Michael L. Diamond
Asbury Park Press | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

Stampas
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For now, SNAP beneficiaries have
their eyes on Washington, D.C., where
the federal government has been shut
down for 20 days as Republicans and
Democrats fight over the budget.

The food assistance program pro-
vided benefits for 813,000 New Jersey-
ans in August, or about 8.5% of the
state’s population. That included
58,681 residents in Ocean County and
29,773 inMonmouth County, according
to state data.

Theprogram is available to residents
making up to185%of the federal pover-
ty rate, or up to $28,956 for an individ-
ual and $59,484 for a family of four.
Each household member receives on
average $194 a month, according to the
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities,
a Washington, D.C. research group.

The Trump administration has ad-
vised states todelay transmitting infor-
mation to the vendors that provide
electronic benefit transfers that SNAP
recipients would use in November to
pay for food, according to the New Jer-
sey Department of Health.

Adding to the uncertainty: The fed-
eral government historically has fund-
ed programs retroactively when shut-
downs end, but it isn’t clear if it will fol-
low suit this time, New Jersey health
officials said.

New Jersey facesmore SNAP cuts as
part of the budget reconciliation bill.

Among the changes:
h Congress requires able-bodied

SNAP recipients to work 80 hours a
month. Previously that requirement
ended at age 54, but now it lasts until
you are 65 years old. An exception used
to bemade for households with depen-
dent children under 18, but now they
must be under 14 years old.

h Non-citizens who are refugees,
asylees, survivors of human traffick-
ing, or people facing harm or torture
when they are deported are among
those no longer eligible.

h New Jersey and counties that pre-
viously split the administrative costs
with the federal government evenlywill
be required to pick up 75% of the tab.
The state said the provision will in-
crease costs by $90 million, with $78

million covered by counties.
h Congress is penalizing states that

have an error rate of more than 6%.
New Jersey could need to pay more
than $300 million in matching funds
because its payment error rate has in-
creased from less than 6% to 35% since
2023.

A spokeswoman with the New Jer-
sey Department of Health and Human
Services said the error rate didn’t mea-
sure waste, fraud and abuse. Instead,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture in
2023 changed how the error rate was
calculated to include minor paperwork
and process mistakes.

USDA overturned its policy, but not
before New Jersey’s error rate was set
in stone. The department is appealing
its error rate with the USDA, and it is
working with county social service
agencies to review error trends, said
Eva Loayza-McBride, the spokeswom-
an.

Triada Stampas of Fulfill said her
agency sees residents who have ex-
hausted their monthly SNAP benefits
ormake toomuchmoney toqualify.De-
mandhas surged, from55,000people a
monthbefore thepandemic to113,000a
month.

Food insecurity doesn’t seem to be
easing. Fulfill served 360households at
its weekly drive-through service in
Neptune on Oct. 17, up from the 250
households it typically serves at the
food distribution, Stampas said.

“I think themost immediate concern
for us as a food bank iswe are stretched
at or beyond capacity, and that’s before
any possible disruption to SNAP bene-
fits kicks in because of the government
shutdown,” Stampas said.

Michael L. Diamond is a business re-
porter for the Asbury Park Press. He has
been writing about the New Jersey
economy and health care industry
since 1999. He can be reached at mdia-
mond@gannettnj.com.

SNAP benefits
Continued from Page 1A

The Trump administration has
advised states to delay transmitting
information to the vendors that
provide electronic benefit transfers
that SNAP recipients would use in
November to pay for food, according
to the New Jersey Department of
Health.

“We’re not sure what happened. It
may have been stolen,” said the auxilia-
ry’s Division Commander Anna Acka-
way, who led the rededication ceremo-
ny attended by Manasquan Coast
Guard station Commander James Ban-
non, Lee Gorlin, incident commander
at Coast Guard Sector Delaware Bay,
commercial fishermen from the Point
Pleasant Co-op dock and families of
fishermen who were lost at sea.

Ackaway saidmembers of the auxil-
iary, which is the volunteer branch of
the Coast Guard, “searched far and
wide,” for a replica of the lantern. On
Sunday, the new one was temporarily
affixed to the statue for the ceremony.

The borough of Point Pleasant
Beach, where the memorial sits at the
southwest corner of Manasquan Inlet,
will need to bolt the lantern to the hand
of the mariner permanently, she said.

The memorial was dedicated in
2000, and was inspired by the tragic
winter of 1999, when four clam boats
sunk within 13 days of each other,
claiming the lives of 10 fishermen. The

memorial is adorned with plaques car-
rying the names of each fisherman and
guardsman who left the T-rocks of the
Manasquan Inlet in their sights anddid
not return, having lost their lives in the
Atlantic Ocean.

Much like the conclusion of Gordon
Lightfoot’s song “TheWreck of the Ed-
mund Fitzgerald,” the auxiliary rang a
bell 121 times for each and every one of
them during the ceremony.

For the families whose loved ones
never came home, the memorial can
substitute for a cemetery.

“It doesn’t get any easier. It’s just
longer since my he’s been gone,” said
Alice Van Note, the mother of Dennis
Smalling Jr., who perished along with
PaulMatoswhen theQueenAnne’s Re-
vengefishingvesselwentdown in2018.
Their bodies were never recovered.

“There’s no gravesite other than the
ocean. And I know he’s not coming
back through the inlet,” Van Note said.
“Coming here, it’s an acknowledgment.
He’s not the only one, and I see all the
plaques to the fishermen and it lets me
know I’m not alone in this.”

When Jersey Shore native Dan Radel
is not reporting the news, you can find
him in a college classroomwhere he is a
history professor. Reach him at dra-
del@gannettnj.com.

Sunrise seen behind fisherman memorial along Manasquan Inlet.
PETE ACKERMAN/ASBURY PARK PRESS

Lantern
Continued from Page 1A

Construction began on President
Donald Trump’s new $250 million
White House ballroom with workers
demolishing part of the East Wing
ahead of building a 90,000-square-
foot addition, one of the biggest
changes to the presidential residence
in decades.

Images show a backhoe tearing into
the side of the East Wing facing the
Treasury building, despite Trump’s
pledge in July that the ballroom
wouldn’t impact the existing White
House structure.

“It won’t interfere with the current
building ... it’ll be near it but not touch-
ing it andpays total respect to theexist-
ing building, which I’m the biggest fan
of,”Trump said July 31. “It’smy favorite
place. I love it.”

Trump announced during an event
in the East Room on Oct. 20 that the
construction work began earlier in the
day. He said one of the East Roomwalls
would be removed, calling it a “knock
out panel, and that goes right into the
ballroom.”

Trump later posted on social media

that the East Wing is “being fully mod-
ernized as part of this process, and will
be more beautiful than ever when it is
complete!”

The East Wing dates to 1902 and
“has been renovated and changed
many times, with a second story added
in 1942,” according to a White House
news release from July announcing the
new ballroom. It includes a formal en-
trance, offices on the first and second
floor and an underground bomb shel-
ter, according to the White House His-
torical Association. It traditionally has
been the location of the first lady’s of-
fice.

A real estate developer-turned-
president, Trump has quicklymoved in
his second term to put his stamp not
just on policy, but on the physical land-
scape.He toreup theWhiteHouseRose
Garden to install a patio, overhauled
the Oval Office with gold trimmings,
put 88-foot-tall flagpoles on the north
and south lawn of theWhiteHouse and
isworkingonabathroom in theLincoln
Bedroom.

The ballroom is being financed by
private donors.

Contributing: Swapna Venugopal
Ramaswamy, USA TODAY

A demolition crew takes apart the facade of the East Wing of the White House
on Oct. 21, where President Donald Trump’s proposed ballroom is being built in
Washington, DC. JONATHAN ERNST/REUTERS

Zac Anderson
USA TODAY

Work begins on Trump’s
$250M ballroom project

WASHINGTON – A Jan. 6 rioter par-
doned by President Donald Trump has
been charged with threatening to kill
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jef-
fries, D-New York, according to a court
document.

Christopher Moynihan, 34, sent
threatening textmessages about anap-
pearance Jeffries was scheduled to
make in New York City, according to a
felony complaint filed in state court in
Clinton, New York. The recipient of the
texts was not identified.

“Hakeem Jeffries makes a speech in
a few days in NYC I cannot allow this
terrorist to live. … Even if I am hated he
must be eliminated. … I will kill him for
the future,” the text messages read, ac-
cording to the complaint, dated Oct. 18.

Themessageswere sent onOct. 17, it
said.

“These text messages placed the re-
cipient in reasonable fear of the immi-
nent murder and assassination of Ha-
keem Jeffries by the defendant,” the
complaint said.

In February 2023, Moynihan was
sentenced to 21 months in prison on
charges including obstruction of an of-
ficial proceeding, a felony. He was
among nearly 1,590 people charged in

the storming of the U.S. Capitol Jan. 6,
2021, by supporters of Trump to pre-
vent the certification of Democrat Joe
Biden’s 2020 presidential election vic-
tory.

Trump pardoned nearly everyone
criminally charged with participating
in the Jan. 6 attack on his first day back
in office in a show of solidarity with
supporters who backed his false claim
of victory in that vote.

Jeffries thanked law enforcement
for their work and said many of those
pardoned by Trump in January have
committed crimes across the country.

“Unfortunately, our brave men and
women in law enforcement are being
forced to spend their time keeping our
communities safe from these violent
individuals who should never have
been pardoned,”he said in a statement.

House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-
Louisiana, denounced the suspect.

“Anybody who threatens to kill any
political official we denounce it abso-
lutely. We ought to have justice fall
upon their head,” Johnson said at the
Capitol.

At least 10 other Jan. 6 rioters have
been rearrested, charged or sentenced
for other crimes, according to Citizens
for Responsibility and Ethics in Wash-
ington.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-New York, said many of those
pardoned the Jan. 6, 2021, attacks at the U.S. Capitol have committed crimes
across the country. ELIZABETH FRANTZ/REUTERS FILE

REUTERS

Pardoned Jan. 6 rioter
accused of making threat


